DRIVING DIRECTIONS

From I-75

Take Exit 141; turn west onto Palm Beach Blvd./SR 80 and
move into center lane, continuing for 5 miles until you get to
Fowler. Drive straight across Fowler and move into left lane
to enter the River District on First Street.

From McGregor Blvd.

Exit left from rear parking lot onto Marlyn Rd., left onto
Larchmont Ave., then east (right) onto McGregor. Continue
east on McGregor in the left lane. At the U.S. 41 intersection
stay in left lane; it will veer left onto Main Street. Drive Main
Street 4 blocks to Hendry Street; turn north (left) 1 block to
First Street.

From U.S. 41/Cleveland Ave./

Caloosahatchee Bridge Southbound

Keep in right lane. Immediately after crossing
Caloosahatchee River, take first exit (marked 80/82
Downtown), looping right onto First Street east. Continue
straight under bridge and for 4 more blocks.

From U.S. 41/Cleveland Ave. Northbound

Keep in right lane. After Victoria Avenue, follow brown
Historic District sign/exit ramp, keeping to left side of exit
ramp. Lane will veer right onto Main Street. Drive Main
Street 4 blocks to Hendry Street; turn north (left) 1 block
to First Street.

From Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd./

SR 82 Westbound/Exit 138 on I-75

Drive west on Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd. to Hendry Street stoplight;
turn north (right) onto Hendry. Continue straight 3 blocks
to First Street to enter the River District.

From Business U.S. 41/Fowler St./

Edison Bridge Southbound

Keep in right lane. Take first available right exit at Edwards
Drive, driving west and turning south (left) onto Hendry
Street. If you miss the Edwards Drive exit, simply continue
south on Fowler to First Street stoplight and turn west
(right).
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@fortmyerscra

(239) 321-7100
www.fortmyerscra.com
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Downtown River District courtesy of:
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DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

10 Twenty Five
Gastropub/Craft Beer Bar
33 Patio de Leon
239-208-6903
www.10TwentyFive.net

3 Pepper Burrito Co.
Choose-Your-Style Mexican Food
2231 First Street
239-565-7974
www.3PepperBurrito.com

American Legion Post 38
Lunch/Dinner/Spirits

1857 Jackson Street
239-332-1853
www.post38-swfl.org

() @American-Legion-Post-38

Azaleas On The Corner
Workshops and Retail

1544 Broadway

239-689-1706
www.AzaleasOnTheCorner.com

Bahia Bowls Downtown
Acai Bowls/Smoothies
Salads/Wraps

2272 First Street
239-245-8921
www.BahiaBowls.com

Bay Street Yard
Food/Drinks/Live Music
2136 Bay Street
239-270-5941
www.BayStreetYard.com

Beacon

Rooftop Bar

2200 Edwards Drive
(Luminary Hotel)
239-314-3851
www.LuminaryHotel.com

BEST Ice Cream

Ice Cream Shop

1401 Lee Street
239-689-4542
www.BestlceCreamnear.com

Bruno's Of Brooklyn

Italian Lunch/Dinner/Spirits
Catering

2149 First Street
239-278-0211
www.BrunosOfBrooklyn.com

bullig

Food/Coffee Made by Dreamers
1815 Fowler Street
239-738-8582

() @BulligOfficial

Café Blue
Coffee Shop/Food
2277 First Street
239-208-1260

Capone’s Coal-Fired Pizza
Pizza/Pasta/Salads/Spirits

2225 First Street

239-337-2625 (COAL)
www.CaponesCoalFiredPizza.com
() @CaponesCoalFiredPizza

Celsius Night Club
Nightclub

2213 Main Street
239-980-7630

() @Celsius239

China Xpress

Chinese Takeout

2059 Altamont Avenue #102
239-226-0868

¢» @ChinaXpressFortMyers

Chips Sports Bar

Sports Bar

2200 Edwards Dr. Suite 100
239-314-3862
www.ChipsFortMyers.com

City Tavern

Neighborhood Bar & Restaurant
2206 Bay Street

239-226-1133
www.MyCityTavern.com

¢» @CityTavern

Coastal Dayz Brewery

Craft Beer Brewery

2161 McGregor Boulevard
239-204-9665
www.CoastalDayzBrewery.com
@CoastalDayzBrewery

Cowboy Up Saloon
Bar

1611 Hendry Street
239-980-7630

¢?» @CowboyUpSaloon

Dean Street Coffee Roastery
& Retail

Specialty Coffee/Tea

Curated Retail

2200 Edwards Drive
(Luminary Hotel)
239-314-3853
www.LuminaryHotel.com

Downtown House of Pizza
Pizza/Sandwiches/Spirits

1520 Hendry Street

239-337-3467 (DHOP)
www.DowntownHouseOfPizza.com
() @DowntownHouseOfPizza

Downtown Social House
Craft Cocktails/Dinner

1406 Hendry Street
239-337-7646
www.DowntownSoho.com
¢» @DowntownSoho

Ella Mae's Diner
Breakfast/Lunch

2200 Edwards Drive
(Luminary Hotel)
239-314-3854
www.LuminaryHotel.com

Fancy's Southern Café
Lunch/Dinner

2214 Bay Street

239-208-2564
www.FancysSouthernCafe.com
¢» @FancysSouthernCafe

Firestone Wood Fired Grille
Rooftop Bar/Dinner/Spirits
2224 Bay Street
239-334-3473
www.FirestoneFL.com

() @FirestoneFL

First Watch

Breakfast/Lunch

2059 Altamont Avenue #106
239-461-9765
www.FirstWatch.com

¢» @FirstWatchDowntownFtMyers

Ford's Garage
Burgers/Spirits

2207 First Street
239-332-3673 (FORD)
www.FordsGarageUSA.com
¢) @FordsGarageFtMyers

Forever Grounded
Coffee/Tea/Pastries

2263 Dr Martin Luther King Jr Blvd
239-464-7043
www.ForeverGroundedCoffee.com
() @ForeverGroundedCoffee

Good Grounds Coffee
Coffee/Pastries

2281 Main Street
239-986-1103
@GoodGroundCoffee

GreenCup Café
Tea/Plantbased Cuisine/Lunch
2400 First Street #104
www.GreenCupCafe.com
@GreenCupCafe

Gulf Coast Fudge Co.
Fudge/Ice Cream/Candy
1414 Bayview Court
239-257-3136
www.GulfCoastFudge.com
(» @GulfCoastFudge

Hideaway Sports Bar
Sports Bar/Food/Spirits
1418 Dean Street
239-337-9966

() @HideawayFM

Hogwash

Craft Cocktail Lounge
1415 Dean Street
239-686-0484
www.Hogwash.com
@Hogwash.FM

Ichiban

Sushi/lapanese/Chinese

1520 Broadway #106
239-334-6991
IchibanDowntownFortMyers.com

Izzy's Fish & Oyster Fort Myers
New England Seafood/Oysters
2282 First Street

239-337-4999 (12ZY)
www.|zzysFtMyers.com
@lzzysFtMyers

Kava Culture Co.
Organic Kava Bar

1615 Hendry Street
www.KavaCulture.com
¢» @KavaCultureFtMyers

Los Cabos Cantina Fresh Tex
Fresh-Mex Restaurant

Tequila Bar

2226 First Street
239-332-2226 (CABO)
www.CabosCantinaFL.com
() @CabosCantinaFL

Love Boat Ice Cream

Ice Cream Shop

1512 Hendry Street
www.LoveBoatlceCream.com
() @LoveBoatlceCream

Mason's Famous Lobster Rolls
Lobster Rolls/Seafood

2122 First Street

239-208-7271
www.MasonsLobster.com

(» @MasonsLobsterFtMyers

Millennial Brewing Company
Beer Brewery/Tap Room

1811 Royal Palm Avenue
239-271-2255
www.MillennialBrewing.com
@MillennialBrewing

Oasis Restaurant
Breakfast/Lunch/Free Delivery Locally
2260 Dr Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
239-334-1566
www.OasisAtFortMyers.com

¢» @OasisFortMyers/

Oise Ristorante
Dinner/Cocktails/Live Music
2262 First Street
239-445-0080
www.QiseRistorante.com
@OiseRistorante

Oxbow Fort Myers
Seafood/Events/Retail/Rentals
1300 Hendry Street
239-314-3856
www.OxbowFortMyers.com
¢» @OxbowFortMyers

Peter's German Ice Cream
& Coffee Shop

Ice Cream/Coffee/Breakfast
Lunch

1412 Dean Street
239-400-5282
www.Peters-lceCream.com
¢» @PetersiceCreamOfficial

Pinchers Crab Shack
Seafood/Spirits/Banquet Space
2360 West First Street
239-245-7049
www.PinchersUSA.com

Scoops on First

Ice Cream/Shakes/Smoothies
Non-Dairy/Sundaes

2250 First Street
239-226-0450
@ScoopsOnfFirst

Seed & Bean Market

Coffee Shop/Marketplace

1520 Broadway #107
239-243-8137
www.SeedAndBeanMarket.com
@SeedAndBeanMktFortMyers

Shift Coffee

Coffee Bar

2250 McGregor Blvd.
239-281-8522
www.ShiftCoffeeBar.com
() @ShiftCoffeeBar

Silver King Ocean Brasserie
Dinner/Seafood

2200 Edwards Drive
(Luminary Hotel)
239-314-3855

www.SilverKingOceanBrasserie.com

Sip N Sizzle
Breakfast/Lunch/Dinner/Drinks
2236 First Street
239-851-5599
www.SipSizzle.com

() @SipSizzle

Space 39 Art Bar & Martini Lounge

Art Bar/Martini Lounge

39 Patio De Leon
239-204-9949
www.Space39ArtBar.com

Starbucks #8134
Coffee/Sandwiches/Pastries
1514 Broadway
239-334-1094
www.Starbucks.com

Steve'B Waterfront Café
Brats/Burgers/Pork/Deli/Spirits
2015 West First Street
239-878-3032
@SteveBWaterfront

Taco Worx

Mexican Food/Drinks
1625 Hendry Street
239-202-8001
www.TacoWorx.us
@Taco_Worx_Official

The 86 Room
Speak Easy/Bar
22 Patio De Leon
239-332-0014

¢» @The86Room

The Box Sweets & Treats
at the Cookie Lab
Catering/Desserts/Cafe
2502 Second Street #104
239-217-1714
www.TheBox.com

The Filament
Lunch/Dinner
1520 Broadway
(Banyan Hotel)
239-337-3446
www.Hilton.com

The Hibiscus House Bed

& Breakfast

Bed and Breakfast

2135 McGregor Blvd.
239-328-7586
www.TheHibiscusHouseBNB.com
@HibiscusHouseOfFortMyers

The House of Ride Nature
Coffee/Skate/Skate Park

2464 Second Street

239-357-7490

www.RideNature.org
@TheHouseOfRideNatureFortMyers

The Lodge

BBQ/Wild Meats/Craft Beer
2278 First Street
239-433-2739 (BREW)
www.TheLodgeFL.com
@TheLodgeFL

The Lucky Screw

Sports Bar/Live Music

1527 Hendry Street
239-334-4441
www.TheLuckyScrew.com
() @TLSFortMyers

The Standard Restaurant
American Comfort Food/Beer
Wine/Liquor

1520 Broadway #101
239-219-6463
www.TheStandardFtMyers.com
¢?» @TheStandardFtMyers

The World Famous Cigar Bar
Spirits/Live Music

1508 Hendry Street
239-337-4662
www.WorldFamousCigarBar.com
¢» @CigarBarDT

Veranda
Southern/American/Spirits
2122 Second Street
239-332-2065
www.VerandaRestaurant.com
() @VerandaFM

Wisteria Tea Room & Café
High Tea/Lunch

2512 Second Street
239-689-4436
www.WisteriaTeaRoom.com
() @WisteriaTea

SHOPPING

4th Floor Vintage
Buy-Sell-Trade Vintage Clothes
2267 First Street #15
239-410-6588

() @4thFloorVintage

7-Eleven

Convenience Store/Gasoline/ATM
2546 Dr. MLK Jr. Boulevard
239-334-7207
www.7-eleven.com

Advance Auto Parts

Auto Parts

2506 Dr. MLK Jr. Boulevard
239-332-3033
www.AdvanceAutoParts.com

blue - A Goodwill Boutique
Upscale Used Clothing & Mechandiise
2285 First Street

239-332-2026

www.Goodwil SWFL.org

Charley’s Boutique
Clothing/Accessories

1518 Jackson Street

239-898-6787
www.ShopCharleysDowntown.com
@CharleysDowntownBoutique

Crooked Halos

Lifestyle Gift Shop

1414 Dean Street
239-208-2800
www.CrookedHalos.com
@_Crooked_Halos_

Curio Downtown

Silver Jewelry/Handbags
Women's Fashion

2279 First Street
www.CurioDowntown.com
@Curio_Downtown

Downtown Jewelry & Watch Co.
Clocks/Watches/Jewelry Sales/Repair
2125 First Street #101
239-334-1090

Enjewel of Fort Myers
Silver Jewelry/Handbags
Women's Fashion

2266 First Street
239-332-0293
www.Enjewel-FtMyers.com
@Enjewel_FtMyers

First Street Liquors

Retail Liquor/Cigars
Cigarettes/Lottery

2023 Altamont Avenue #107
239-332-3945

Froggers Smoke Shop

Smoke Shop/Hippie Boutique
1524 Jackson Street
239-413-6533
www.FroggersSmokeShop.com
@FroggersSmokeShopFM

Grand lllusion Creative Resources
Art Gallery/T-shirts/Wholesale Printing
2443 First Street

239-461-7245
www.Grandlllusion.net

¢» @GrandlllusionCreativeResources

Hanging Gardens of Fort Myers
Plants/Trees

2047 West First Street
www.NirvanaNurseries.com

Island Vision
Art/Jewelry/Home/Gifts
2224 First Street
239-282-0452

¢(» @Matlacha.FL

Joe's Record Exchange
Records/Comics/Books
Magazines/Posters

2439 First Street
239-332-3222

() JoesRecordExchange

Krautrock Record Store
Records/Comics/Books
Magozines/Posters

1793 Fowler Street
239-464-5801

Naples Soap Company
Natural, Handmade Skin
& Bath Care

2273 First Street
239-226-9005
www.NaplesSoap.com
@NaplesSoap

Needful Things, Inc.
Tattoos/Bodly Piercing/Body Jewelry
2265 Main Street

239-332-4727
www.INeedATattoo.com
@NeedfulThingsinc

Pedego Electric Bikes
Sales/Rentals/Tours

2059 Altamont Avenue #104
239-332-8080
www.PedegoElectricBikes.com
() @PedegoFortMyers

Piper's Dark Moth Tattoo
Tattoos/Body Piercings

2502 Second Street
239-288-5238
www.DarkMothTattoo.com
@DarkMothTattoo

Publix of First Street Village
Supermarket

2160 McGregor Boulevard
239-332-2403
www.Publix.com

Quartz & Clover

Women's Clothing/Home Goods Gems
2281 First Street
www.QuartzAndClover.com

¢» @QuartzAndClover

Rossy Fashion

Handmade South Americon
Jewelry/Handbags

2425 First Street

239-405-4691
@RossyFashionAcccessories

Sarlo Power Mowers, Inc.
Mower Sales & Service

2315 Dr. MLKJr. Boulevard
239-332-1955
www.WeKnowMow.com
() @SarloMowers

Shoppe Around the Corner

A Unique Boutique

1713 Hough Street

239-689-3957
www.ShoppeAroundTheCorner.net
¢» @ShoppeAroundTheCornerFtMyers

Spirit of the Earth
Crystals/Fossils/Minerals
2252 First Street
239-400-0813
www.SpiritEarthCrytals.com
¢?» @SWFloridaCrystals

The Collection by Hughes
Appliances/Lighting/Showroom
1601 Lee Street

239-990-6498
www.TheCollectionByHughes.com
¢» @TheCollectionByHughes

The Cutting Edge Shop
Printing/Embroidery
Screen Printing

2263 First Street
239-822-3262

@ TheCuttingEdgeShop

The Franklin Shops
Boutiques & Galleries

2200 First Street
239-333-3130
www.TheFranklinShops.com
@TheFranklinShops

The Lazy Dazy Gift Shop
Fine Clothing/Accessories
2267 First Street #12
919-949-2568
www.TheLazyDazy.com
() @LazyDazyGiftShop

The Martian Smoke Shop
Smoke Shop/Vape/Apparel
1536 Broadway

239-440-6963
www.MartianSmokeShop.com
() @The-Martian-Smoke-
Shop-100063575559484

Timeless

Steampunk Lamps/Figurines
Local Art/Jewelry

2218 First Street
239-332-8463 (TIME)

() @Timeless.Steampunk

Wild at Heart Flower Bar

and Mercantile

Flower Bar

1516 Jackson Street

239-258-2658
www.WildAtHeartFlowerTruck.com
() @WildAtHeartFlowerTruck

GALLERIES

Articulture Art Gallery & Tattoo
Art Gallery/Tattoos/Piercings

2400 First Street #104
239-360-6934
www.ArticultureStudioz.com

¢» @ArticultureStudioZ

Arts for ACT Gallery

Art Gallery & Boutique

2265 First Street
239-337-5050
www.ArtsForActGallery.com
() @ArtsForActGallery

Leoma Lovegrove Art Gallery Int'l.
Art Gallery

1415 Dean Street

239-938-5655
www.Leomalovegrove.com

(?» @Leomalovegrove

CULTURAL

Burroughs Home & Gardens
Historic Home & Event Venue

2505 First Street

239-337-9505
www.BurroughsHome.com

¢» @BurroughsHome.FortMyers

Edison & Ford Winter Estates
Homes/Gardens/Lab/Museum

2350 McGregor Boulevard
239-334-7419
www.EdisonFordWinterEstates.org
¢» @EdisonFordFL

Florida Repertory Theatre
Professional Live Theatre
2268 Bay Street
239-332-4488
www.FloridaRep.org

¢» @FloridaRep

IMAG History & Science Center
Local History and

Interactive Science Museum

2000 Cranford Avenue
239-243-0043
www.ThelMAG.org

¢?» @MAGHistoryScienceCenter

Langford Kingston Home
Historic Home/Event Venue
2500 First Street
239-337-9505
www.UncommonFriends.org
() @UFFFtMyers

Off The Leash Charters
Private Charters/Party Boat
Sightseeing/Sunset Cruises

1300 Hendry Street
239-851-4663
www.OffTheLeashCharters.com
@Off The_Leash_Charters

Sidney & Berne Davis
Art Center (SBDAC)
Visual & Performing Art
Special Events

2301 First Street
239-333-1933
www.SBDAC.com

(» @SBDavisArtCenter

The Laboratory Theater

of Florida

Award-Winning Theater

Education

1634 Woodford Avenue
239-218-0481
www.LaboratoryTheaterFlorida.com
() @LabTheaterFL

True Tours

Walking Tours

Starting at The Franklin Shops
2200 First Street
239-945-0405
www.TrueTours.net

¢» @TrueTours

SERVICES

All The Things Salon

& Wellness
Beauty/Cosmetics/Personal Care
1803 Hough Street
239-208-7932
www.AllTheThingsWellness.com

Allure & Beauty by Andrea
Hair/Beauty/Apothecary

2400 First Street #210

239-645-8427
www.AllureAndBeauty.GlossGenius.com

Bare Roots Salon & Apothecary
Hair/Clean Beauty

2150 West First Street #B1
239-332-0908
www.BareRootsSalon.com

BeeHive Hair Studio

Hair Studio/Beauty Supplies
2241 Widman Way
239-344-4483
www.Beehive-HairStudio.com

Belladonna House of Beauty
Hair/Waxing/Makeup/Lashes
Permanent Makeup

2275 Main Street
239-785-9737
www.BelladonnaHOB.com

Connectikutz
Fades/shaves/Hot Towel
Designs & More

2205 Second Street #102
239-391-1577
www.Connectikutz.com

Dapper Cuts

Hair/Beards/Mens Grooming Service
2267 Main Street

239-561-1178
www.DapperCutsFL.com

Fuego Pilates

Fitness Classes

1500 Jackson Street #100
813-609-2397
www.Fuego-Pilates.com

Hair Body & Soul Salon
Hair/Skin/Permanent Makeup
1542 Broadway
239-416-7214
www.HairBodySoulSalon.com

Lisa Nails Spa

Hair/Nails/Skin

2023 Altamonte Avenue #109
239-689-1259

() @LisaNailsFortMyers

MILA Spa
Wellness/Massages/Skincare
2039 West First Street
239-333-5924
www.MilaSpaFtMyers.com

Posh Nail Spa

Nail/Beauty

2150 First Street, B2
239-226-0177
www.PoshNailsDaySpa.com

ProFiles Downtown
Hair/Nails/Skin

2282 First Street
239-466-6245
www.ProFilesNails.com

Restoration Body
Massage/Stretch/Therapy

2400 First Street #200
239-788-6568
www.RestorationBodyLLC.com

Rewind Beauty Bar
Hair/Skin/Facials/Body Contouring
1520 Broadway #105
239-940-3418
www.RewindBeautyBar.com

Salon Nicholas

Hair Studio/Beauty Supplies
2229 First Street
239-334-1311

¢» @SalonNicholasFL

Tattoo Institute of SWFL
Classes/Apprenticeships/Tattoo Design
2502 Second Street #202
239-245-7320
www.TattoolnstituteOfSWFL.com

The Barber Effect
Hair/Beards

1520 Broadway #103
239-672-8983
www.GetSquire.com

The Goldberg Center
Event Space

2506 Second Street #106
239-362-3134
www.VisualitySWFL.org

Tori Gansen Photography

Photo Studio

1625 Hendry Street #202
239-910-2684
www.ToriGansenPhotography.com

Vibe Counseling

Therapy/Wellness Services/Massages

2506 Second Street
239-672-1827
www.VibeCounseling.org

Vitality Infusions
IV Spa Services

1526 Jackson Street
239-935-5292
www.VitalitylV.com

GOVERNMENT & COMMUNITY

Fort Myers City Hall
2200 Second Street
239-321-7000
www.FortMyers.gov

Fort Myers Community
Redevelopment Agency (CRA)
1400 Jackson Street #102
239-321-7100
www.FortMyersCRA.com

Fort Myers Denison Parking
2123 First Street
239-337-3338
www.DenisonParking.com

Fort Myers Fire Station 11
2300 Jackson Street
239-321-7311
www.FortMyersFire.com

Fort Myers Police Station
2210 Widman Way
239-321-7700
www.FMPolice.com

Fort Myers Skatium

& Recreation Center

2250 Broadway

239-321-7509
CityFtMyers.com/1402/skatium

Fort Myers Regional Library
2450 First Street
239-533-4600
www.LeeGov.com/library

Greater Fort Myers
Chamber of Commerce
1520 Lee Street
239-332-2930
www.FortMyers.org

Lee County Justice Center
1700 Monroe Street
239-533-5000
www.LeeClerk.org

Lee County Sheriff's Office
Downtown Outreach Center
2125 West First Street #100
239-220-0329
SheriffLeeFL.org/Downtown-Fort-Myers

LeeTran Rosa Parks Transit
Center & Greyhound Bus Stop
2250 Widman Way
239-533-8726
www.LeeGov.com/LeeTran

River District Alliance
2310 First Street
239-313-5129
www.MyRiverDistrict.com

Please note that this map is a
snapshot of historic downtown
as of Fall 2025. Due to the nature
of a printed map, it is possible
that certain changes may have
occurred since its publication.
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PARKING OPTIONSZ

SY3IAIN 1404 DIHOILSIH

Fort Myers
Yacht Basin

vvvvv

2HR-  $1.50/HR (PEAK)
$1.25/HR (OFF PEAK)
10 HR- $1.50/HR (PEAK)

$1.25/HR (OFF PEAK)
15 MIN - FREE PARKING
30 MIN - FREE PARKING

2HR-  $0.75/HR (PEAK)
$0.50 (OFF PEAK)

10 HR- $0.75/HR (PEAK)
$0.50/HR (OFF-PEAK)

METER KIOSK (32)

MOBILE APP/TEXT PAY ONLY

PEAK: OCT 1 - APR 30
OFF-PEAK: MAY 1 - SEP 30

Parking on the street is enforced
Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
free after 5 p.m., weekends, and holidays.

For more parking options or more information,
contact Denison Parking at 239-337-3338.

2026-02-05 9:47 AM ‘
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FORT MYERS: A GLIMPSE THROUGH TIME

In the heart of Southwest Florida lies

Fort Myers, a city with a history as vibrant
as its sunsets. Established in 1850, Fort
Myers began its journey as Fort Harvie,
/* astrategic Seminole War post.

But its destiny was not limited

to its military beginnings.
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MAP OF FORT MYERS AS IT WAS IN 1856

Transitioning into the late 19th century,
the city flourished as a hub for farming
and cattle, weaving itself into the
tapestry of America’s growing agricultural
landscape. By the 1880s, it wasn't just the
locals who were enamored by Fort Myers
- the city’s bustling commercial heart and
reputation for unparalleled recreational
fishing started drawing attention
nationwide.

In 1885, Fort Myers formalized its
status, incorporating its government.
But this was just the beginning. The
introduction of a rail line in 1904,
linking it to Punta Gorda, triggered
architectural evolution. The charming
wooden buildings that once dotted the
downtown landscape gradually gave
way to resilient brick and masonry
structures. These architectural gems stand proudly even today, bearing witness
to a century of progress.

However, like the ebb and flow of the Caloosahatchee River, the city, too, faced
challenges. The waves of suburbanization during the 60s and 70s diverted life
away from downtown. Recognizing the treasures that lay dormant in its historic
heart, the city responded in 1984, establishing the Fort Myers Community
Redevelopment Agency (CRA).

Today, as you explore the River District, the results of the CRA's efforts are
evident. The restored streetscape—with its nostalgic brick-laden streets,
sidewalks, and ornate decor—serves as both a tribute to Fort Myers'

storied past and a promise of its vibrant future. This ambiance encourages
preservation of historic edifices in their original grandeur while offering a
welcoming backdrop for modern activities. Here, history meets contemporary,
inviting residents and visitors alike to dine, shop, meander, and partake in the
myriad of events that celebrate the spirit of Fort Myers throughout the year.
Enjoy exploring!
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REVITALIZING THE HEART OF
FORT MYERS WITH THE CRA

The charm and vibrancy of Fort Myers’ neighborhoods
haven't come about by chance. Since 1984, the Community
Redevelopment Agency (CRA) has been at the forefront,
channeling resources into revitalizing areas that, once
blighted, have potential brimming beneath the surface.

The CRA's journey began in the heart of downtown, taking
on the formidable task of reversing deteriorating conditions
in our city's central commercial area. Today, our scope has
expanded beyond its original bounds. Now overseeing 4
unique redevelopment areas with 15 total subareas within
the city, our mission goes far beyond Downtown.

But what does redevelopment mean for Fort Myers? It's about
more than brick, mortar, and paint. It's about streetscaping
that enhances our public spaces, public artworks that tell our
story, preserving the echoes of our history, and nurturing
affordable housing. These efforts don't just benefit today’s
community—they lay a foundation for a flourishing future.

If areas remain under-resourced, they risk being left in

the shadows—dimming our community spirit and stifling
economic potential. But the CRA is ensuring that every corner
of our city shines, creating an environment that beckons
businesses and families to call Fort Myers home.

Envision a Fort Myers where every neighborhood stands tall
as a symbol of growth, unity, and vibrancy—a place where
businesses thrive and community ties are unbreakable.
That's not just a dream; it's the reality we're crafting each day.

Established under Florida Statute Chapter 163, the Fort

Myers CRA collaborates closely with the City's Community
Development Department. Together, we draft blueprints for
the rebirth of each area and bring those visions to life. Guided
by the Fort Myers City Council members, who also serve as
the Community Redevelopment Agency's Board of
Commissioners, who are continually fine-tuning our approach
to meet the evolving needs of our community.

As you walk on streets where history-makers like Thomas
Edison and Henry Ford once tread, relish in the blend of old
and new. Historic buildings stand proudly beside modern
boutiques, art galleries, and cultural venues—a testament
to our city’s unique character and the power of thoughtful
redevelopment.

Discover more about our mission and ongoing projects at our

office, nestled at 1400 Jackson Street in the iconic Downtown
River District.
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